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three hundred, was placed before the entrance to the
Minister's apartments. A detachment of dragoons
was posted in the Avenue de Paris. These were all
the forces which the King could dispose of for his
defence. Indecision prevailed among the ministers
who were in session; M. de Saint Priest wanted the
bridge of Sevres defended, and urged that Louis
XVI. go, at the head of his loyal troops, to drive back,
at the crossing of the Seine, the body of Parisians of
whom, doubtless, the horde of women was the van-
guard. But Necker opposed all resistance; he said
that if the sword were drawn against the insurrec-
tion, it would be the signal for civil war; he pre-
ferred treating with the revolt, as from one power to
another.

Meanwhile the women had got into the Avenue
de Paris, singing, "Long live Henri IV.!" and shout-
ing as if in derision, " Long live the King!" When
they reached the Menus Plaisirs, where the National
Assembly was sitting, they stopped. At first fifteen
of them entered the meeting and were conducted to
the bar. Maillard spoke in their name, saying that
Paris was without bread, and that some means must
be devised for finding a supply. Then the rest of
the women crowded into the hall. The galleries, the
bar, the deputies' seats, were filled with a noisy, loud-
talking multitude, who interrupted the members,
insulting those of the right, and fraternizing with
those of the left.

The Prince of Luxembourg, a captain of the body-